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Receive God’s Word  
Luke 18:9-14


	 Sermon: The Parables of Jesus - Luke 18:9-14 
 	 	 Tony Penner, Lead Pastor 

Discussion Questions 

1. What is pride and humility and how are each lived out in what we say and 
do?


2. How is pride connected with self-righteousness?


3. How is humility connected with a desire for God’s mercy?


4. What are some of the different ways that people try to earn acceptance 
by God?  Why does this not work?


5. If we want a relationship with God, why is His mercy so important?


6. If we have been like the Pharisee, how can we become like the Tax 
Collector?


Prayer Suggestions 

• Pray that God would reveal to us the different ways we are self-righteous.


• Pray for a proper understanding of ourselves and to call out for mercy.


• Pray that God would change our hearts so that humility and not pride 
would reign in us.


• Pray that God would reveal the lesson(s) He is teaching us and it would 
change our beliefs and actions.


• Pray for those who are facing turmoil, troubles, fears and anxiety.

	 


Questions for a younger audience


Please note that these questions are more meant to guide parents in some 
possible ways to break down more complex concepts and issues, in ways that 

children may understand more easily. It is always best if parents cater the 
question to the particular needs of their children.  

For assistance or suggestions regarding these questions, please contact pastor 
Thomas.   

1. Imagine you had a friend that thought he was strong enough to wrestle a bear 
and win. Would you feel like you had to convince him that he was NOT strong 
enough to wrestle a bear, or do you think it is no big deal for him to believe 
that? Why or why not?


2. What would happen if you were in the forest with that friend, and you came 
across a bear? What might happen to your friend because of his proud belief?


In the previous example, pride is dangerous for the person who is proud. Let’s 
think about another situation:  

3. In the story today, the Pharisee believed that he was righteous enough by 
himself to come close to God. Can you think of how his pride might be 
dangerous?


The Bible teaches us that even though we may not feel like it, pride and self-
righteousness (righteousness that comes from ourselves—not from Jesus) is the 
same as saying, ‘God, I think I could win a fight with You…’ (James 4:6, 1 Peter 
5:5).  

4. If pride toward God is dangerous, how do we become safe? 

• Is there an example of someone who is ‘safe’ in the story? 

• Who is it and how does he behave?


Application:  

Think back over the hard or frustrating situations in the last week. Is there one 
that might be an opportunity to grow to become more humble? Each person pick 
one and describe how you might respond to become more humble in that 
situation or one like it. 
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